Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

March 12, 2026

The Honorable Andy Harris The Honorable Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.

Chairman Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural ~ Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Development, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Related Agencies

2362-A Rayburn House Office Building 1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Harris and Ranking Member Bishop:

As you craft the Fiscal Year 2027 Agriculture Appropriations bill, we write in strong support for a permanent
restriction on the use of taxpayer funds for horse slaughter operations in the United States. Specifically, we ask
that language be included for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection Service’s
(FSIS) budget prohibiting tax dollars from being spent to inspect horse slaughter plants with the notation that
the current annual prohibition should continue “hereafter,” thereby permanently preventing horsemeat from
being processed in the United States for human consumption. This overwhelmingly popular and fiscally
responsible policy has been enacted for each year since Fiscal Year 2014 and for all but two years since 2005.
Horse slaughter is an inherently cruel practice that 83% of Americans want to see permanently banned.

In 2012, over 166,000 American horses were shipped abroad to slaughter for human consumption. There has
been a dramatic decline in those numbers in the intervening years: in 2025, approximately 24,000 American
horses were exported for this purpose. Beyond fiscal and humane concerns, flesh from American horses is not
fit for human consumption because equines are not treated as food animals in the United States and therefore
are not maintained under the regulatory food safety requirements for animals raised for human consumption.
Throughout their lives, horses routinely receive drugs and medications that are specifically banned by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration for use in food animals due to their toxicity to humans.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge you to include the following language in the Fiscal Year 2027
Agriculture Appropriations bill to permanently prevent taxpayer dollars from being spent on the slaughter of
American horses:

None of the funds made available by this Act, or any other Act in this fiscal year or any fiscal year hereafter,
may be used to pay the salaries or expenses of any person or personnel — (1) to inspect horses under section 3
of the Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603); (2) to inspect horses under section 903 of the Federal
Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public Law 104-127); or (3) to
implement or enforce section 352.19 of title 9, Code of Federal Regulations, or any other regulation concerning
the inspection of slaughter horses.

Sincerely,
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