
 

Save America’s Forgotten Equines (SAFE) Act 
 

Cosponsors: Reps. Alma Adams (D-N.C.), Gabe Amo (D-R.I.), Andy Barr (R-Ky.), Nanette 

Barragán (D-Calif.), Joyce Beatty (D-Ohio), Don Beyer (D-Va.), Julia Brownley (D-Calif.), 

Nikki Budzinski (D-Ill.), Ken Calvert (R-Calif.), Mike Carey (R-Ohio), Andre Carson (D-Ind.), 

Troy Carter (D-La.), Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick (D-Fla.), Judy Chu (D--Calif.), Juan 

Ciscomani (R-Ariz.), Emanuel Cleaver (D-Mo.), Steve Cohen (D-Tenn.), Gerry Connolly (D-

Va.), J. Luis Correa (D-Calif.), Jason Crow (D-Colo.), Sharice Davids (D-Kan.), Danny Davis 

(D-Ill.), Madeleine Dean (D-Pa.), Suzan DelBene (D-Wash.), Debbie Dingell (D-Mich.), Lloyd 

Dogget (D-Texas), Veronica Escobar (D-Texas), Adriano Espaillat (D-N.Y.), Brian Fitzpatrick 

(R-Pa.), Bill Foster (D-Ill.), Valerie Foushee (D-N.C.), Maxwell Frost (D-Fla.), Robert Garcia 

(D-Calif.), Jesús García (D-Ill.), Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (D-Wash.), Dan Goldman (D-N.Y.), 

Jimmy Gomez (D-Calif.), Josh Harder (D-Calif.), Mike Haridopolos (R-Fla.), Eleanor Holmes 

Norton (D-D.C.), Steven Horsford (D-Nev.), Val Hoyle (D-Ore.), Jared Huffman (D-Calif.), 

Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.), Hank Johnson (D-Ga.), Ro Khanna (D-Calif.), Young Kim (R-

Calif.), Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), Nick LaLota (R-N.Y.), George Latimer (D-N.Y.), Mike 

Lawler (R-N.Y.), Ted Lieu (D-Calif.), Stephen Lynch (D-Mass.), Seth Magaziner (D-R.I), 

Nicole Malliotakis (R-N.Y.), Doris Matsui (D-Calif.), Lucy McBath (D-Ga.), Betty McCollum 

(D-Minn.), Morgan McGarvey (D-Ky.), Grace Meng (D-N.Y.), Gwen Moore (D-Wis.), Frank 

Mrvan (D-Ind.), Kevin Mullin (D-Calif.), Richard Neal (D-Mass.), Troy Nehls (R-Texas), Ilhan 

Omar (D-Minn.), Chris Pappas (D-N.H.), Scott Peters (D-Calif.), Chellie Pingree (D-Maine), 

Mark Pocan (D-Wis.), Mike Quiqley (D-Ill.), Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), Deborah Ross (D-N.C.), 

Pat Ryan (D-N.Y.), María Salazar (R-Fla.), Andrea Salinas (D-Ore.), Mary Gay Scanlon (D-

Pa.), Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.), Hillary Scholten (D-Mich.), David Schweikert (R-Ariz.), Brad 

Sherman (D-Calif.), Mikie Sherrill (D-N.J.), Adam Smith (D-Wash.), Chris Smith (R-N.J.), Eric 

Sorensen (D-Ill.), Melanie Stansbury (D-N.M.), Greg Stanton (D-Ariz.), Greg Steube (R-Fla.), 

Marilyn Strickland (D-Wash.), Emilia Sykes (D-Ohio), Mark Takano (D-Calif.), Claudia 

Tenney (R-N.Y.), Shri Thanedar (D-Mich.), Bennie Thompson (D-Mass.), Dina Titus (D-Nev.), 

Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.), Jill Tokuda (D-Hawaii), Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.), Ritchie Torres (D-

N.Y.), Lori Trahan (D-Mass.), Marc Veasey (D-Texas) 

 

“The pipeline to slaughter is a death sentence for horses, subjecting them to unimaginable 

suffering. These majestic animals, who have helped build this nation, are deserving of 

compassion and kindness, not cruelty. It’s time to end their horrifying journey to slaughter, 

where many suffer brutal abuse long before they arrive. Horse slaughter for human 

consumption is an industry that shows a complete disregard for these loyal and noble animals. 

We call on lawmakers to support Senators Graham and Luján and Representatives Buchanan 

and Schakowsky in their efforts to pass the Save America’s Forgotten Equines (SAFE) Act and 

put an end to this inhumane practice once and for all,” said Sara Amundson, President, 

Humane World Action Fund. 



“Although the overall decline in American horses being exported for human consumption is a 

sign of progress, more than 19,000 horses are still being trucked across the border each year as 

part of the predatory horse slaughter pipeline. This industry needs to be shut down once and for 

all. We are immensely grateful to Congressman Buchanan, Congresswoman Schakowsky, 

Senator Graham, and Senator Luján for their outstanding leadership on the SAFE Act and we 

hope that Congress will move quickly to protect America’s horses from slaughter,” said Susan 

Millward, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer, Animal Welfare Institute. 

 

 

“Despite overwhelming public opposition to horse slaughter, a legal loophole still allows tens of 

thousands of American horses to be shipped to other countries for slaughter each year. Not only 

is horse slaughter cruel and unnecessary, but the existence of the slaughter pipeline itself stifles 

rescue and rehoming efforts, putting equine welfare at risk. Equine industry and animal welfare 

groups are working daily to solve equine welfare issues on the ground, but we cannot fully 

succeed while the slaughter pipeline remains open. We are so grateful to Senators Graham and 

Luján and Representatives Buchanan and Schakowsky for their dedication to starting a new 

chapter for America’s equines and championing the SAFE Act to secure an end to horse 

slaughter,” said Nancy Perry, Senior Vice President of Government Relations, ASPCA. 

 

 

“The U.S. Harness Racing Alumni Association fully supports the SAFE Act and will work 

vigorously to bring an end to our equines being exported to slaughter. We applaud House 

sponsors Vern Buchanan (R-FL) and Jan Schakowsky (D-IL) along with Senate sponsors 

Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Ben Ray Lujan (D-NM) for reintroducing the SAFE Act,” said 

Fred Hudson, CEO, U.S. Harness Racing Alumni Association. 

 

 

“The Jockey Club is proud to once again strongly endorse the Save America’s Forgotten 

Equines (SAFE) Act. The bill would create a federal ban on horse slaughter for human 

consumption in the United States, as well as on the transport and export for slaughter outside 

the United States. The bill will also have meaningful penalties. The Jockey Club commends 

House sponsors Vern Buchanan (R-FL) and Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), and Senate sponsors 

Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Ben Lujan (D-NM) for reintroducing the SAFE Act. Their 

leadership on this issue has been steadfast, and we will do all in our power to help get this bill 

passed this Congress,” said Jim Gagliano, CEO, the Jockey Club. 

 

 

“This bipartisan legislation would at last put an end to the thousands of unnecessary, inhumane 

deaths suffered each year by American horses, both domestic and wild, while saving the 

government time and money that are currently being wasted on a shrinking, foreign-driven 

industry. We commend Representatives Buchanan and Schakowsky and Senators Graham and 

Luján for their unwavering dedication to ending the slaughter of all horses through passage of 

the SAFE Act,” said Neda DeMayo, President, Return to Freedom Wild Horse 

Conservation. 


