Buchanan Helps Pass Bill To Provide Small Business Opportunities For Veterans

Washington, DC -- Congressman Vern Buchanan helped pass legislation today to provide
greater resources and training to veterans hoping to become business entrepreneurs. The
“Military Reservist and Veteran Small Business Reauthorization Act” (H.R. 4253) would improve
and expand small business assistance programs for veterans of the armed forces and military
reservists. It includes provisions nearly identical to the “SBA Veterans’ Programs Act of 2007
(H.R. 2366), which was introduced by Buchanan and passed by the House of Representatives
in June to help veterans through grants, information services, and contact with professionals in
their fields of endeavor.

“This bill will help veterans make an important transition from soldier to small business owner,”
said Buchanan. “It will go a long way toward helping them succeed in the world of small
business after their military service is over.”

Like Buchanan’s bill, H.R. 4253 requires the SBA’s Office of Veterans Business Development to
help veterans through grants, information services, and contact with professionals in their fields
of endeavor. Both bills expand the number and scope of Veteran Outreach Centers and
establish a program to promote resources available to women veterans for business training.

“This bill will give our veterans not just a chance at success in a business enterprise, but
provide them with all the help and assistance a grateful nation can offer,” said Buchanan. “l am
especially pleased that it ensures the opening of more doors and opportunities for women
veterans. Assisting our women returning from combat has been an area long over looked and
its high time we did something about it. “

Buchanan is a cosponsored H.R. 4253, which passed the House 407-2. The bill is supported
by the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion. In addition to serving on the House
Small Business Committee, Buchanan is a member of the House Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.




